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GOZO COLLEGE 

      SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Half Yearly Exams 

2017 – 2018                  

YEAR 10 Half-Yearly 2018 ENGLISH PAPER 2  TIME: 1 hour  

 

 

Name: _____________________________________ Class: _______________ 

 

                                                           
Part I:  Poetry – Unprepared Text                                                      (10 marks)   

                                                                                                                                                  
Read the poem and answer all the questions below.      

 

 

 

Paint Box  
 

 
He tried to tell them what he felt, 

could say it only in colours - 
Sunday's white page shading to grey 
of evening clocks and bells-in-the-rain. 

Monday morning, bright yellow brass 
of a cock crowing. 

Story-time, purple. 
Scarlet is shouting in the playground. 
 

 
His world's a cocoon 

round as an egg, an acorn 
sprouting green. 
The schoolroom square and hard, 

his desk hard and square 
facing the enemy blackboard. 

 
 

'You must learn to read,' they said 
and gave him a painting-book alphabet. 
Apple swelled beautifully red. Balloon 

expanded in blue. 
C was a cage for a bird; 

his brush wavered through 
painting himself 
a small brown smudge inside. 

 

   
 

                                                                                         Phoebe Hesketh 

Track 2 
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1. Who is the he in the poem? Look at stanza 1 and say what his problem is.  

                                                                                                  1 mark [       ] 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Quote 2 examples of alliteration from stanza 1.                            1  mark  [       ] 

i. ______________________________ ii._______________________________ 

 

3.                        His world’s a cocooni 

                       round as an eggii,  

 

a) What two figures of speech are used in these lines?                  2 marks  [       ] 

i. __________________________ ii ______________________________ 

 

b) What is the effect of the word cocoon in these lines? What feeling does it give? 

                                                                                         1 mark [       ] 

       _________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The schoolroom and desk are square and hard. How does this contrast with the 

boy’s world? What does it show about the way he looked at these two things?  

                                                                                               1 mark [       ] 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. His desk is facing the enemy blackboard.                                    2  marks  [       ] 

What figure of speech is used in this line? Comment on its effectiveness.  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. a) Look closely at the last 4 lines of the poem. What does the boy do while he is 

colouring the cage for letter C?                                                    1  mark  [       ] 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

b) Explain what this tells us about the boy’s feelings.                    1  mark  [       ] 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Part II:  Prose – Unprepared Text       (10 marks) 
Read the text carefully then answer the questions below. 

 

‘It’s a piano!’ The black lacquered monster loomed in 

the doorway, my father and Uncle Tony grinning from 

behind its immense bulk, red-faced from the effort 

and lunchtime pints of beer at the pub. ‘They were 

going to throw it away so I said we’d have it.’  

My mother looked as if she might cry. ‘Take it back, 

please, I’m begging you.’  

‘But it’s free! It’s a completely free piano!’  

‘What are we going to do with a piano, Michael? You 

can’t play it, I can’t play it – ’  

‘The kid’s going to play it. You’re going to learn, aren’t you, maestro?’  
 

At the age of nine I was remarkable for being entirely without ability. My sister was a 

gifted and influential majorette, my older brother could dismantle things, but at that 

time of my life I could – and this really is no exaggeration – do nothing well. 

Graceless, charmless, physically and socially inept, I lacked even the traditional 

intelligence of the nerdy. ‘But there must be something you can do,’ my father would 

sigh as I fumbled the ball, fell from the tree, bounced clear of the trampoline. 

‘Everybody can do something.’ 

And what if this piano was the answer? With the piano still on the doorstep, I lifted 

the lid and pressed a key. It boomed, doomy and industrial, like a sledgehammer 

striking a girder.  
 

The monster was installed in our tiny living room, looming oppressively over the sofa 

like an angry drunk, smelling of beer. If a piano isn’t good enough for a pub, then it’s 

unlikely to delight the domestic listener, and this really was a terrible machine. The 

keys were chipped and discoloured like fungal toenails. Someone had written A to G 

on them in red felt-tip, but pressing middle C caused B and D to sound, too. Even with 

the lid down, the machine oozed malevolence, thrumming along to the TV as if 

possessed. Two treacherous candle-holders sprouted from the black lacquer like 

horns, adding to the air of menace. ‘I keep thinking there’s a corpse in there,’ my 

mother murmured, glancing over her shoulder as if the piano might hurl itself at her.  
 

Calmly, I set to devising soundscapes. Notes to my right I found could be used to 

suggest falling snowflakes or dropped saucepans, whilst a whole forearm brought 

down repeatedly on the lower keys conjured up a storm at sea. I worked on 

compositions – using only the fiercely dissonant black keys, I wrote what I called my 

‘Chinese Tune’. There were familiar melodies, too, and soon it was decided that I’d 

need some professional instruction if I were to widen the repertoire and prevent my 

mother from ‘tearing her own ears off’. The solution lived across the street. Mrs 

Patricia Chin occupied the handsome semidetached house opposite us and on summer 

evenings her piano could be heard through lace-curtained windows – delicate and 

precise renditions of popular classics, hymns, above the general clamour of TVs.                                                                           

 

(Adapted from Every Good Boy by David Nicholls)  
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1. a) Underline the correct answer.                                                1 mark [       ]                                                                                                  

  This passage is written in 
     

   i.  the first person narrative 

   ii. the third person narrative  

 
b) Quote a phrase to sustain your answer.  

     
  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.  In line 1, the piano is referred to as the black lacquered monster. What figure of 

speech is being used?     ________________________________        1 mark   [      ]                            

 

3. How do the different reactions of the mother and father bring out their different 
characters?                                                                                 1 mark   [      ] 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                          

__________________________________________________________________                                                                           
 

4.  a) boomed is an example of ______________________________     1 mark [     ] 

     b) What is the piano’s sound compared to in the last line of paragraph 2?  
         What effect does the comparison tell us about the sound?              1 mark [     ] 

 

      _________________________________________________________________ 

      _________________________________________________________________ 

5. Quote 2 similes from paragraph 3.                                                   2 marks [     ] 
i. _______________________________________________________________ 

 

ii. _______________________________________________________________ 
 

     
6. How does the author create a sinister and creepy image of the piano in paragraph 

3? Focus on the diction used.                                                         2 marks [     ] 

 
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. In the last few lines of the passage, we read about Mrs.Patricia Chin. How is her 
character introduced? Is she different from the people in the neighbourhood?  

                                                                                                  1 mark   [      ]    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________             


